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SHOULD I DO A RESEARCH PROJECT, RESEARCH ESSAY OR 

IGS? 

In some courses, such as the Masters of Arts, Leadership and Divinity, you have to 
do at least one “research” unit. Any of the above options can satisfy that requirement. 
However, IGS units are more about studying an area of interest in greater depth, 
where your research is reading and writing assignments. You can design a set plan of 
reading and the write 1, 2 or 3 assignments based on your learning. It is like a self-
designed coursework unit. A Research Project or Essay is just one assignment/essay. 
It is usually investigating something that is more original, and this may involve a 
survey, experiment or hypothesis testing to help you discover that something original. 
A research project or essay requires a clear research question and appropriate 
methodology. The unit ‘Research Methodology’ is usually a pre-requisite for a 
Research Project or Essay. If you are considering higher study, such as the MTh or 
Doctoral work, then the Research Project or especially the Research Essay will 
prepare you better. An 18 credit point Research Project or Essay is usually a pre-
requisite for entry into Higher Degrees by Research (HDR). The Research Essay is 
the highest form of research unit, with markers external to ACOM and the highest 
standards expected. 

 

HOW DO I GET STARTED WITH A RESEARCH UNIT? 

Firstly, you talk to your Student Engagement Manager to ensure this fits in with your 
course plan. Then you talk to the relevant staff member for those units. Darren 
Cronshaw coordinates the Research Essays and Projects, while Stephen Parker does 
the IGS units. They will each give you information to get you started, including forms 
to complete which will help to shape your work. Once you have read those materials 
and completed the appropriate form, a supervisor will be found for you to help you 
progress this further. 

 

 

  

mailto:dcronshaw@acom.edu.au?subject=Research%20Enquiry%20at%20ACOM
mailto:dcronshaw@acom.edu.au?subject=Research%20Enquiry%20at%20ACOM
mailto:sparker@acom.edu.au?subject=Independent%20Guided%20Study%20enquiry%20at%20ACOM
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WHAT ARE THE PRE-REQUISITES FOR IGS OR RESEARCH 

UNITS? 

Unit Code Unit Title Credit Points Pre-requisites 

Undergraduate Pre-requisites 

X7393 
Independent 
Guided Studies in 
X 

9 

at least 36 credit 
points of study, 
including 9cp in 

the sub-discipline 
of the IGS 

X7394 
Independent 
Guided Studies in 
X 

18 

X7398 
Action Research 
Project 

18 

X7391 
Research Project 
in X 

9 

X7392 
Research Project 
in X 

18 

Postgraduate Pre-requisites 

X9693 
Independent 
Guided Studies in 
X 

9 

Nil 

X9694 
Independent 
Guided Studies in 
X 

18 

X9698 
Action Research 
Project 

18 54 credit points 

X9691 
Research Project 
in X 

9 
Research 

Methodology 
X9692 

Research Project 
in X 

18 

X9696 
Research Essay in 
X 

18 
Completion of 54 
credit points in the 
award, at least 36 
in the discipline in 
which the 
Research Essay 
will be done. 
Research 
Methodology 

X9690 
Research Essay in 
X 

36 

X8500 
Research 
Methodology 

9 
36 credit points in 

any discipline 
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WHAT TOPICS COULD I CONSIDER FOR AN IGS? 

There really is no limit to what you can explore. Here are some suggestions from other 
students: 

• Providing spiritual care for people with dementia by focusing on individual ide
ntity 

• Integrated wellness as a goal of wholistic Spiritual Formation 

• How could a theology of Spirit Christology help the Church address the faith 
and life disconnect for millennial's? 

• To ascertain the current aspects of hospital chaplaincy and provide directions 
for the individual and possibly the system. 

• Toward a biblical-theological framework for human rights 

• Exploring the church's role in supporting people with mental health issues, such 
as past and current support, biblical perspectives, expectations of the church 
and community, understanding of mental health issues, and strengths and 
weaknesses of the church in providing support to people and their families. 

• Seeking to understand Spiritual Direction as a form of pastoral care from a 
theoretical basis in order to apply in a variety of ministry contexts 

 

HOW DO I COME UP WITH POTENTIAL ASSIGNMENT QUESTIONS 
FOR AN IGS? 

Basically, you are looking for a good question to explore. Have a look at essay 
questions you have had previously. Consider what would be a helpful practical 
application of your study in that area. Make sure that your question will give you an 
opportunity to demonstrate your critical awareness of contemporary scholarship. 
Crucially, look at the Learning Outcomes for that unit and make sure that each of those 
five LOs are met by at least one of your assessment items. 

Some students have found that having something like “Outline the methods, overall 
approach and key texts that will be used for the major assignment” as a first 
assignment for 10 or 20% due after week 3 or 4 is helpful. That would satisfy outcomes 
1, 2, 3 nicely and give you good feedback and progress towards the final essay. 
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WHERE DO I FIND APPROPRIATE READINGS FOR MY IGS STUDY? 

Normally students interested in an area will have some books that they know they are 
considering. These should be books that you have not read before, so that you can 
ensure you are actually learning in this unit. Once you have an idea of the overall 
direction, you might want to ask other Christian leaders for their suggestions too. 
ACOM’s online databases such as EBSCO and Pro-Quest will both be very helpful for 
finding journal articles and ebooks that you might not have considered. The articles in 
particular are crucial in elevating the academic rigour of your work. After you have 
made a start, your supervisor will also work with you to make sure your readings are 
appropriate. 

 

WHAT ARE THE READING AND ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS 

FOR AN IGS? 

Units 
Reading amounts 
(pages) 

Assessment amounts 
(words) 

X7393 9cp IGS UG  750 4000 

X7394 18cp IGS UG  1500 8000 

X9693 9cp IGS PG  1200 5000 

X9694 18cp IGS PG  2400 10000 

 

WHAT SUB-DISCIPLINE SHOULD I DO MY IGS IN? 

Students can complete an IGS or any research unit in any area of the sub-disciplines 
of the Sydney College of Divinity. In practice this means you can select form the 
following areas: Biblical Studies, Theology, History, Spirituality, Worship and Liturgy, 
Mission, Pastoral Theology. The most common sub-discipline is Pastoral Theology, 
as it easily allows for a practical application of theological concepts, and more of our 
existing units fall into that area. As a general rule, you should not consider doing an 
IGS in a subdiscipline unless you have developed some expertise in that area from 
other units. 
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WHAT DOES A TYPICAL TRIMESTER LOOK LIKE FOR AN IGS? 

Unlike most units, a lot of the work for an IGS happens before the start of a trimester. 
We need the details all planned in detail well before the start of a trimester. This means 
you and the supervisor need to have your IGs contract approved, with all details of 
assessment, reading and direction locked in BEFORE you enrol for your unit. 

Once the trimester starts, or frankly, as soon as you have those details locked in, you 
can start work. “Starting work” in this context means you begin reading and taking 
notes on those books you have committed to read. Then, at a suitable time, you start 
work on your assessments. You will normally have an assignment due around week 
3-4, or about a third of the way through the study period. This is to make sure that you 
are making healthy progress, and allow you to get some feedback from your 
supervisor. From here it is basically the same as any other units – 2-3 pieces of 
assessment and readings spread through the trimester. 

 

WHAT SHOULD I DO WITH INTERVIEWS? 

If you are interviewing people, this is probably steering the work towards a research 
project or essay, where the interviews will require an ethical clearance from the SCD. 
Have a conversation with ACOM staff to work out what will be required in your 
situation. 

 

HOW DO I REGISTER FOR AN IGS UNIT? 

To register for the unit, use the Unit Registration Form found at the bottom of any 
Moodle page. You will not see an IGS listed as one of the units offered for that trimester 
in the drop-down list. Instead you will need to write in the Comments section of the 
form “Independent Guided Study for 9 (or 18) credit points in the sub-discipline of 
Pastoral Theology (or Biblical Studies, Theology, History, Spirituality or Worship and 
Liturgy if appropriate).” You should not register for the unit until the contract is finalised. 

 

WHERE DO I UPLOAD MY COMPLETED IGS ASSESSMENT? 

When it comes time to submit your assessment, it will be slightly different to a normal 
unit. You will see a unit in Moodle (under My Courses) called “IGS submission point” 
which will have places to submit your assignment called Assignment 1, Assignment 2 
etc. Please submit each of your assessments, in order, in those places. 
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