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Topic: 
 

 Is Paul advocating a prosperity doctrine in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9? How 

does this teaching compare and contrast with the teaching of prosperity related 

giving? 

 

 To answer this question we must first look at the definitions for both 

Doctrine and Prosperity. Below are some definitions which seem most relevant to 

the current discussion. Once the definitions have been established this essay will 

first address the teaching within 2 Corinthians 8 and 9. Then move to a 

comparison of that perceived teaching to my understanding of biblical teaching of 

prosperity doctrine, and modern interpretations of the doctrine. To avoid too 

much influence with regard to the choices of modern teaching I have selected 

some web pages at random that have teaching specific to prosperity Doctrine. 

This does not mean that these are good sources, however if to avoid just printing 

those who clearly agree with me, and those easiest to shoot down, this is the 

method I have chosen.   

Definition of Doctrine used for this essay, from Latin doctrina, (compare 

doctor), means "a body of teachings" or "instructions", taught principles or 

positions, as the body of teachings in a branch of knowledge or belief system. 

The Greek analogy is the etymology of catechism. 1 

Definition of prosperity from Princeton University web dictionary: 

an economic state of growth with rising profits and full employment  

the condition of prospering; having good fortune2  

Prosperity Doctrine is a commonly used phrase that has loose or specific 

definition depending on who uses it. It is often avoided or approached with fear 

because of misuse, or misunderstanding. Here in Australia we are in a good 

position globally so some ministers say that they do not teach prosperity as it is 

not an appropriate message for the comparatively wealthy. However, there are 
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plenty of people teaching prosperity doctrine currently. As a generality, and 

definition for this essay, Prosperity Doctrine is defined as the teaching of 

prosperity, generally as it relates to giving to God and\or God’s work.  

With this definition in mind 2 Corinthians chapter 9 seems to be a very good 

example of prosperity doctrine. For example, verse 6 “remember this: whoever 

sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 

reap generously.” In the context of the chapter, in which Paul is encouraging the 

Corinthians to give money they had previously pledged; I do not see any 

alternative but to read this as “prosperity language”.  

Theologians could get into the argument of whether this is descriptive or 

prescriptive scripture, and how wide reaching this teaching can be taken. For the 

purposes of this part of the essay, I am assuming that Paul is prescribing how 

offering should be looked at within the church at Corinth.  I make this assumption 

because Paul seems to be giving instruction as well as persuasion.   

Some, like Ernest Best3 avoid prosperity doctrine when interpreting these 

chapters as they do not see prosperity doctrine reflected in believers’ lives today. 

For example there are many sincere believers who are struggling financially. 

However he does not give an alternative interpretation for these chapters. 

Others such as Paul Barnett and James Dunn4 argue that this teaching was 

to try to encourage giving in that specific context and therefore cannot be applied 

to today. This may be true but to write it off as such is a very slippery slope for 

interpretation of scripture. We do need to be mindful of context, but at the same 

time we should be careful not to read our own theology back into the text. An 

extreme example of this would be to interpret Jesus’ statement “I am the way the 

truth and the life, no man comes to the father but through me” as applying only to 

the group he was speaking to and therefore other people could get to God 

through Buddha.  
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Some profess that the language Paul uses is more about equity than 

prosperity.5 That is, wealth should be shared amongst the Christian community 

rather than a “get rich quick” scheme where God returns more than you invest. 

There is a great deal to be said for the argument of equity. Particularly in chapter 

8 we see Paul talking about giving as you can6, so as not to be a burden, but a 

gift. He goes on to talk of his amazement when the Macedonian’s gave beyond 

their ability. The clincher for the idea of equity in my mind is 2 Corinthians 9:11: 

you will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every 

occasion… Sharing of the wealth is definitely in this teaching.  

That being said, Prosperity doctrine does not necessarily rule out the 

teaching of blessing for all God’s people. The accumulation of wealth can either 

be looked at one person at a time, or a community at a time. Again I affirm that 

Paul was preaching prosperity doctrine in these chapters. Not just prosperity for 

those giving, but also for those receiving as God was the motivation for the gift, 

so they are receiving from God, and beginning to prosper.  

So, how does this teaching of Paul’s compare to the modern teaching of 

prosperity related giving doctrine? The first problem in answering this question is 

that there is not just one teaching of prosperity doctrine. Anti prosperity teachings 

are usually focused against the concept give and you will receive, as though it 

was an investment portfolio. Tele-Evangelists in particular are stereo-typed into 

this type of teaching. People notice that this does not work. The people who give 

so they will be blessed with more just end up with empty wallets. I think that this 

was the sticking point with Ernest Best’s reading of  2 Corinthians 8 and 9. As 

this sort of thing does not seem to happen, and we are often reminded of the 

evils of money, some argue that prosperity doctrine is false worship  “you can’t 

worship God and mammon”. As Richard Foster7 points out, it does not seem to 

be the money but the mindset that is important. “I give so as to manipulate God 

into giving me more cash” or “I invest in the church, and money returns” are 
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examples of  false teaching of prosperity that is often read into what people say 

when prosperity doctrines are preached. It is very hard to know whether this is 

the intended message or just a failure to clarify their message. Whatever the 

case, the message is not the same as that in Corinthians. Yes the words are 

similar. If you just look at 2 Corinthians 9:6,8-11 you could certainly get the idea 

that God is running an investment bank and all you need do is give your money 

away and then wait, and more will come back to you. This is countered by 2 

Corinthians 8:8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your 

love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. This goes on to talk of the 

sacrifice Jesus made and that this gift should also be being a free gift from your 

heart., and cheerfully given out of love. Later in chapter 9 it talks about this 

bringing glory back to God. For this service you perform not only meets the 

needs of God’s people, but also produces an outpouring of grateful thanks to 

God.8 This glory to god is presumably because the gift was given to God, and is 

going to, in this case, “the saints”, or the Jewish Christians struggling in Judea9. 

They would recognize this as a gift from God and therefore Glory is brought to 

God. This verse also hints again at a communal prosperity coming from a gift to 

God. Again the focus and Glory is God’s.   

This seems true to the Old Testament pattern of prosperity. We see it 

particularly through Kings, and Samuel, but it is an ongoing theme throughout the 

Old Testament. A pattern I call the prophetic cycle. The Jews would be faithful, 

and focus on God. Often they begin rebuilding the temple and they begin to 

increase in wealth, crops and power. They then focus on the things they have 

rather than God. Often the temple is forsaken or pillaged. Life goes on for a while 

and eventually they are in a hole. Often prisoners, or starving. Either the next 

king comes in, or a prophet points out that they had not been focused on God 

anymore, and that is why things were bad. They change their ways and focus on 

God, and the wealth comes back. This cycle seems to have led to an 

understanding that to be rich meant that you were closer to God. Wisdom 
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literature seems to have been created to point out that it is the loving God that is 

the point. So the prosperity doctrine Paul is preaching of God blessing those who 

give so they may go on giving seems very true to this cycle. We have a heart for 

god, and so we are motivated to give. This assists the community we are in or 

giving to. God sees our gift to him, and rewards us. We receive. As a result of 

this we have more, but our heart hopefully stays focused on god, and so again 

we are motivated to give and again the community benefits. If you place this 

cycle over the events in Kings you will see the pattern, and the failure is when we 

look away from God. .  

Another point to be made about this is that it is a collective blessing. God 

will give riches so you can go on giving. The Old Testament blessing seems to 

affect the whole community. I do not have evidence directly supporting this, but 

the message coming from the last part of 2 Corinthians chapter 9 seems to 

support the idea that the prosperity flows to the community not just the individual. 

This is two fold. First by giving, as in this case in 2 Corinthians 8-9 where the 

giving is going to support or bring prosperity to “the saints.”10 These are the 

people that the offering was taken for. In this case we don’t necessarily see 

prosperity as wealth beyond reach but more the transition from poverty. A 

stepping stone of blessing for a community that will come out of giving. The 

second step is the prosperity of those in the future that the individual will “go on 

giving” to. As with many things in the bible, this blessing does not just affect the 

one, but we see Paul suggest that many should be better off due to the 

faithfulness of one. The community should be better off financially. So how does 

this compare and contrast to the teaching of prosperity we see preached today? 

Here are some examples of doctrines represented on the internet. These are not 

accredited academic thought necessarily, but they are teachings being used 

today and therefore a representation of the Doctrine that exists today. The text in 

italics is taken directly from the website, and the normal font is my attempt to 

summarize the content.  
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Pro Prosperity websites 

 

http://aibi.gospelcom.net/tmk/tmk10_prosperity_and_poverty.htm A website 

focusing primarily on prosperity doctrine relieving poverty. This site seem to 

focus on the corporate prosperity more than individual. 

Though God is opposed to us greedily pursuing wealth, He definitely desires that 

we become prosperous. Everywhere in Scripture poverty, oppression and 

destitution are seen as evils to be eliminated. So then what is the Christian 

response to the elimination of poverty and the proper creation of wealth and 

prosperity?11 

 

http://www.awmi.net/store/usa/cd_albums/1024_c- This website is an 

advertisement for a book so it is dangerous to get too much from this page about 

it’s intent, however this is an example of the language and apparent teaching. 

God wants you to prosper so that you may be a blessing to others. True biblical 

prosperity is not selfish. One's motive behind a gift is more important than the 

gift.12  

http://www.saberministries.org/BibleFacts.htm It is hard to know the intention of 

this website, but the concept seems to be summed up in the opening paragraph. 

 Through my life experience, I personally believe that when I invited Jesus 

into my heart I became rich right then.  God, the creator and owner of everything, 

moved inside of me.  So now, my potential to increase is limitless.  However, 

from the initial point of my salvation to the present, my maturity in Jesus Christ 

increases as my mind is continually renewed by the Word of God.  As a result, 

the quality of my stewardship increases, enabling God to trust me with more and 

more of the richness in Him (the Anointing) and material riches.  As my 

trustworthiness as a steward over God's treasure increases, God releases more 

and more for me to handle for His Kingdom. 
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 This blurs the argument a little by adding other things to be counted in 

God’s blessing, but arguably a necessary addition to understand Prosperity. 13 

 

Prosperity vs. our expectations 

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Crete/6111/pneumatikos/prosprty.htm 

Pray for a specific model of car and house and 2 million dollars and you get a 

comfortable living somewhere else and an average car. God has fulfilled your 

needs but is not a wish granter. This site reminds us that the prosperity we 

receive is not neccisarily our mental picture version. 

The lesson: Let God define your prosperity.14 

 

A bit either way 

http://www.hissheep.org/messages/true_biblical_prosperity_part3.html 

 This is a jumble of verses with a couple of leading comments pointing us 

to God’s prosperity as opposed to wealth, and god’s Prosperity could be 

interpreted as Jacobs theft of Animals from his brother in his writing.15 The 

message is very unclear and seems to lead to some very dangerous 

interpretations. One might take it to say that we can just take what we want as it 

is ours from God.  

 

 

Against Prosperity 

http://www.discipleship.net/prosper_.htm 

Fear seems a large motivator for this site. As people can be greedy we should 

not preach prosperity for fear that it will lead them to greed. This then leads to 

questioning is prosperity true? Greed as motivation for giving does not seem to 

be rewarded with prosperity from God. The bible seems to focus on us giving 

freely to God.  
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 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will 

be given to you as well." Matthew 6.33. What is the "all things" that will be given? 

Necessities. Food, clothing and shelter. Sufficient also to give to those who are in 

need. But, followers of Jesus Christ are called to live simply, not keep up with the 

"Joneses" and claim that this is our spiritual birthright! 

 Prosperity can be used as a misdirection. Get people looking at the money 

and they forget about god. 16 

 

Summary 

All of these quoted scripture. All implied that they were the true 

interpretation of this issue, but clearly they cannot all be correct. Most of the 

readings that are anti prosperity from both the readers and the web tend to be 

against the teaching for one of two reasons. Either they don’t see it working, or 

they are fearful of the misuse of the teaching. Since the Old Testament People 

have been seeing God’s blessing and being preoccupied with the money, and 

soon the blessing disappears. These fears are real and true. People will continue 

to misuse and misunderstand the teaching of God’s prosperity. This is an 

unfortunate part of a life with sin. This does not mean that the teaching is wrong. 

The Language we see in Corinthians 2:8-9 makes it very hard to deny that Paul 

was teaching a doctrine of faithful giving leading to prosperity. I want to be clear 

on this so I will say it again. FAITHFUL giving leads to prosperity. Many of the 

commentaries and current teachings not just about Paul’s writing refer to the 

same point. It is the faith in God that is the focus. The amount of giving is a 

demonstration of faith and not an investment. By Faith we are blessed so that we 

may bless those around us. The Corinthians Faith was to be shown by a tithe for 

“the saints.” And the expectation Paul leaves them with is that they would be 

blessed through this faithful gift, so that they can go on giving to more and more 

people.   
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Comments: 
 
 This essay lacks good, coherent structure and thereby fails to 
provide logical arguments that support the final summary.  The definitions  
of prosperity doctrine are inadequate and unclear, and there is a failure to 
adequately interpret 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 within its context and intent.  
While several good sources are used, they are often misunderstood or 
dismissed without adequate counter-arguments to show where they are 
incorrect.  There is far too much reliance on non-academic sources 
(particularly non-academic websites).  Overall, the essay wanders from 
point to point without any clear logical progression and therefore fails to 
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provide a well-reasoned or well-constructed argument re the prosperity 
doctrine and/or any exegesis of 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 


